
Do you remember the first week-long trip on your bike?  The thrill of the adven-
ture and anxiety if you were up to the challenge.  Those memories last because you are 
amazed that it wasn’t as bad as you feared and the memories last a lifetime.  

Oh the memories, how they come flooding back.  I remember the day we 
planned to go to Sturgis.  I had been riding for about 3 months and the trip was the next 
year.  “Surely I can get enough saddle time in a year,” I thought to myself when we 
made the commitment.  

This trip was going to be the mother of all trips as we were not only going to go 
to Sturgis during Sturgis week but we were also going to ride Bear Tooth Pass, take in a 
little of Yellowstone.  Then, head down the western slope of Colorado and end up in 
Taos, New Mexico.  Sounds great. Ready to roll.  

At the time I was on my very first bike (yes I remember my first bike it was about 
8 bikes ago).  It was a black Heritage Softtail.  Very sleek. Very cool.  Yes I still had the 
factory stock seat (we will get to that story another time).  The trip time arrives, we head 
out on a cool morning, bags packed, all loaded.  Did I say cool? Even though it was the end of July we were wearing 
chaps as we road through Kansas for our first stop. Not because we wanted protection but because the weather “gods” 
decided to make it a cool 70 degrees at the start of our trip.  Hallelujah! No 100+ trip across flat Kansas.  The trip started 
out good for the first 40 miles until I almost lost my highway peg.  However we did get to do the only switchback in 
Kansas.  If you ever head out to Dodge City and go west to Garden City there is a stop to see the Santa Fe Trail.  The 
route to get there contains a “switchback” as you head up into the parking lot.  Chalk up the first adventure.  

Riding to Sturgis via western Kansas takes a couple of days.  Luckily once we made the turn north at Garden City 
the wind was behind our backs to our second night in Valentine.  No major issues that day, except I learned the art of 
passing on two lanes in Kansas and Nebraska.  The key is you send someone up front to be the scout and to let you know 
to either pass or get over to avoid the car that is coming over the hill.  Hmmm I don’t think that was the safest thing to do 
but we survived day two.

The third day our destination was Sturgis via the Badlands.  If you ever get out to Western South Dakota, plan to 
ride through the Badlands for the unique scenery.  It was definitely better than the name sounded.  As we were coming 
out of the Badlands a storm started to brew and the winds picked up.  Luckily we had no rain but the wind stayed.  Now 
this wasn’t any 20 or 30-mile wind.  It was a 60 mph straight-line wind that came out of the north.  I definitely had a few 
“oh sh!!” moments thinking that wind was going to push me right off the highway as we headed west to Sturgis.  Never 
was I ever glad to ride next to a semi.  They make great windbreaks.  

We arrived in Sturgis.  We road Needles Highway, the pigtails, saw Mount Rushmore and everything else you do 
in Sturgis.  Now on to Red Lodge Montana to ride the scenic Bear Tooth Pass.  At the beginning of the trip I had several 
people tell me that Bear Tooth was scary and was I sure I wanted to ride being a girl.  Well I did, and let me tell you even 
though it was beautiful and we saw snow, it was nothing compared to the great riding we have here.  In fact, I didn’t even 
realize I was halfway up the mountain until our first stop.  

Wow here I am at the end of my allotted space and I have a lot more to say about this trip.  I stated at the              
beginning your first trip is your most memorable.  I have a lot more memories to share but that will have to wait..  But 
there is one thing I would like to add.  Never let anyone say you can’t handle a particular ride as it may be too scary or 
more than you can handle.  As long as you ride your own ride and take it at your speed you can do anything.   So if you 
haven’t gone on that first long trip, get to planning.  The memories last a lifetime.

Thomas & Janet Ptacek
Directors



Trey Hargus, Assistant DirectorM.A.Y.
In the world of motorcycling the month of May is an acronym for Motorcycles And You 
( M.A.Y. )
It is motorcycle awareness for those in the northern hemisphere. As spring arrives, more and 
more riders are getting out on the road and we want the public to share the road with us again.
So my question to you this month in the ride-share portion of the meeting is: What have you done in the past, 
or currently do to get ready for the season?
For many in our chapter, the season is always riding season. What can you share to help us all stay safer and 
to bring awareness for ourselves and others.

-Trey

Okay, it is official.  There is not a better looking HOG Chapter on the planet!  Special thanks to all who 
showed up last month for our new chapter photo, and especially to Dallas Weaver, the Pig Trail Harley 
Riding Academy Guru, who climbed the ladder and took this shot.  As Odd Ball (Donald Southerland) 
would have said in the movie, “Kelly’s Heroes,” “That’s a great bunch of beautiful people.”

AaaEeeee!             
Boudreaux, you need 
to sign up at this 
weekend’s Chapter 
meeting for our 
Weekend Trip to 
Shreveport               
Louisiana for the  
annual Mudbug   
Madness!  We’ll ride down May 26, and return May 28.  

Special rates at the Courtyard Marriott situated on the Red River  Boardwalk, the center of the festival.  Great 
music, great food!  Sign up for this one at Saturday’s meeting!
For the special Courtyard Mariott HOG rate, see the email blast Facebook event, or email:                                    
webmaster@pigtrailhog.com           NEED TO BOOK YOUR ROOM ASAP! Discounted rate ends May 5!



Scott Mendham Chuck Yarbrough

Kareen “Squeeze” Turner

HOT training and HOG riding season 
The season has begun we have had several rides and few more since I wrote this article.  Thanks to the 

Road Captains that have already lead, mid or swept a ride.  We have some 3 day overnight rides in May and 
October and an overnight to Flat Track races in Sedalia MO in July. We can add some more if the schedule 
will allow.  

From a Safety standpoint Scott and I are encouraging all RCs to think single file riding in a few more 
situations, such as in orange barrel construction zones, the new round-a-bouts that continue to be added to our 
traffic patterns, entering restricted access highways and two lane roads that do not have a shoulders.             
According to our trainers at the Harley Officers Training, we need to over-think safety and make it easy for 
our group to enjoy their rides.  We can plan to do this, but it fails if hand signals are not passed back to the last 
rider in the group.  

Another safety item that I was surprised to learn is the number of experienced Harley Riders that are 
not aware of their high beam pulsing button on the Hi Low switch.  To get cage drivers attention, we have loud 
pipes, yet they have ear buds.  Toot of the horn and they give a dirty look.  I suggest you take advantage of the 
high beam switch to insure traffic sees you when you are approaching an intersection or they are entering your 
traffic pattern.

We have CPR and First Aid training coming up April 30 and May 11.    We really need all RCs to    
attend the next Chapter meeting in May so we can have a short ride planning session before the Chapter ride 
that day.

I would like to thank Randy Rose for sitting in several of the classes at HOT to cover for Scott who had 
personal reasons to cancel.  Being able to have five people at HOT, we were able to cover lots of topics. HOT 
training is a wonderful opportunity and a great investment to our membership in HOG. It is an excellent man-
agement training experience that is offered to anyone who should chose, or be selected to become one of our 
chapter officers.

Ride and have Fun was the motto but I would add to be safe to the motto.
No boundaries was the theme of this year’s HOT training, meaning a reduction of rules and the           

movement toward more rides and having more fun.  That is what Scott and I are trying to bring to the Road 
Captain program. 

Ride Safe and Ride often.
Chuck Yarbrough “TUSK”

Only need a few more names before I can                
submit a name tag order. Please see me before or 
after the meeting so we can get this next order 
finished. ~ Kareen



LOH riders and guests (27 riders on 17 bikes!) enjoyed riding the North American 10th ranked 
Motorcycle Ride ride in April.  We wound through the Ozarks Mountains down the Pig Trail to 
Oark.  Spring flowers, the Mulberry River, switchbacks, twistees, drop-offs (and pie!) made for 
a fun and thrilling day.  A special shout out to the Combat Vet group who joined us. Hope you 
join us again soon!

Our May chapter calendar is Jam Packed, 
a ride every weekend!  On May 20th, LOH 
is sponsoring a ride to Mt. Magazine. Mt. 
Magazine offers sweeping views of the 
River Valley, rolling hills,                  

switchbacks, and twistees. Join us for fun, a scenic ride,  & lunch at the Mt. Magazine Lodge!
Love in Harley,  ~ Kelley

Kelley Rose Campbell

Jon Fuqua
Outgoing Treasurer


