The National HOG Organization publishes “Chapter Officer News” quarterly.
The Winter 2015 Issue had some interesting tidbits:


There were more than 30,000 HOG rides taken in the United States during
2015.



NEW – HOG members can now enjoy complimentary admission to the
Harley-Davidson Museum year-round. Just present your National HOG membership card. (When in Milwaukee, this is an excellent destination) Also –
The Milwaukee Rally is held each year during Labor Day Weekend.



It was emphasized that local HOG Chapters need to focus on two things – RIDING and HAVING FUN. Diverse rides and activities need to be offered throughout the year. (It pleases me that Pig Trail HOG is in total
harmony with this philosophy)

At our January Chapter HOG Meeting, Bob Jaskie will announce the results of our 2015 Mileage Challenge. It is
awesome and humbling. The results should motivate us all to GET OUT AND RIDE DURING 2016!!!!
~ Garry

Jon Fuqua
Treasurer

HAPPY 2016!!! With that being said, we start
the New Year with our Hostess Lois Harvey
on January 16th with a No-Sew Blanket party
starting at 9 a.m.. February 20th our Hostess
Tamara Long will be hosting a “surprise”
crafting party for all of us. We’ll meet at
Crossbow Restaurant in Huntsville at 10 a.m.
As I reflect back on 2015, I feel so grateful for
our HOG Chapter, LOH & the dealership for Darlene Smith-Lee
coming together to allow us all to meet new
Ladies of Harley
people and for all the new adventures. To
me personally, it’s like belonging in a “family” that all have the
same love…riding. I’m looking forward to 2016 to see what this
year holds for all of us…I’m sure it’s going to be a great year!!!

LOH Christmas Party photo by Gary Ivey

I want to especially thank Kristie Ballew for hosting the
BEAUTIFUL Christmas party!!! The pictures were amazing, thank
you Gary Ivey! See everyone on January 16th….. ~ Darlene

Your owner’s manual says to replace your fob battery every year! If you don’t, you’re asking for trouble!

Replacing the Battery
1. See Fob Battery. Slowly turn a thin blade in the thumbnail slot (1)
on the side of the fob to separate the two halves.
2. Remove the battery (2) and discard.
3. Install a new battery (Panasonic 2032 or equivalent) with the
positive (+) side down.
4. Align the two halves of the fob and snap together.

“Should Old Acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind. . .”
Happy New Year is upon us and we are ready to plan some fantastic riding and
activity memories in the upcoming months for our fellow HOG Chapter
members and guests.
We also reflect on the many activities of the past. The fun times we
Thomas & Janet Ptacek
have at the Chapter meetings and wonder what will the game be or who will
win that 50/50. Or the many rides we plan and which twisties and new roads
Activities
we can find. Or maybe it was the many LOH activities, the Christmas party, or
just being able to sit down to dinner with your fellow Chapter members a couple of times a month.
January is usually the time we pull out that brand new calendar and start penciling in the many dinner
rides, weekend rides, and other events we look forward. If you have a particular destination or restaurant that
you would like us to share with the other members, please forward your suggestions to activities@pigtrailhog.com. We welcome your input as this is your Chapter and we want to make each activity as
memorable as the last. Until next time
~ Thomas and Janet Ptacek, Activities Officers

Scootin' America Update
Adam and Scooter Trash to Visit PT HOG – Our Chapter is getting very
involved with the Scootin America (scootinamerica.com) Program wherein all
proceeds benefit the American Legion Legacy Scholarship Foundation. Our
April 2nd meeting will be devoted to their visit. In the meantime a planning committee has been established and several of our members have volunteered to
serve. Many opportunities to participate in supporting this worthy cause will be
communicated to our members as they present themselves. Stay tuned!!!
Let's Break the Record – On Saturday, January 23rd, an attempt will be made to break the world record for the
number of Harley-Davidson motorcycles in a single parade. The current record is held by Greece with 2,404.
Now it's time to bring the title back to the good ole USA. So far there are two organized rides going down to
Florida to enable our Chapter members to participate in this event. All proceeds go to Scootin America. Dave
and Kareen Turner are hosting an 8 day, 7-night excursion; Dave Patterson, Dave Becker, and Garry Raymond
are offering a 6 day, 5-night option. Feel free to contact any of these “hosts” if you would like more specific
information on an awesome opportunity to ride to Florida in January and “Set the Record.”

Can’t go to Florida in January, but would like to help? The round-trip ride is approximately
2600 miles. Everyone and anyone is invited to sponsor one of our chapter members making the
trip by pledging a penny per mile ($26) or more. All proceeds (100 percent) will be presented
to Adam at the April meeting. Contact any one listed above and make your pledge!
The American Legion offers its support through the Legacy Scholarship Fund. There has
been a significant shortfall in government money allotted to children with parents lost in
war. The government gives these children a college education stipend worth slightly more
than $37,000. Taking into account living expenses, textbooks and rising tuitions, this
benefit covers only a little more than half of college costs in the most affordable situation.
And the price tag of higher learning will only continue to rise. The most conservative
estimates predict a 5-percent annual increase, meaning that in 16 years the most
affordable college education will be $132,800. Obviously, military compensation will not keep up.
Scootin’ America is proud to have this worthy cause as its partner.

By Jeff Johnson

On Friday Oct. 16th six fellow HOG members set out for the
NHRA Fall Nationals in Ennis, TX. After a nutritious breakfast of smothered, covered and capped at the Siloam Spring’s
Waffle House and the threat of rain mostly gone we set out for
Dallas.
After arriving at our hotel and checking in we headed to the
drag strip to watch the pro-stock, top fuel and motorcycles
light up the night sky. Thanks to Garry our racing guru we had
wonderful seats right at the starting line.
Sunday was a full day at the track and we arrived
early to watch the driver introductions and to walk
the track with the other spectators, make sure your
laces are tied as the track is very sticky! The day was
spent watching the finals of each
division and walking through the
pits to see the cars and get driver’s
autographs followed by a great dinner at Pappadeaux seafood kitchen.
Monday morning we packed up and
headed home with a lunch stop in
McAlester. A great time was had by
all of us and we can’t wait to go
again next year.
On Sat. morning we headed into
Dallas to visit Gas Monkey Garage (t-shirts for everyone!),
visit Maverick HD (free hotdogs
and beer in the upstairs lounge)
and have some lunch at the Gas
Monkey grill (hijinks with the
bartender). In the afternoon we
returned to the track to watch
some more racing and then
some Texas bbq at a local place
near the track.

