Our very first two Chapter rides of the year were cancelled due to weather
~ the New Year’s Ride, and the ride following our first chapter meeting. Since
then the weather has been unseasonably warm and we’ve made up for it. For a
January, it’s been awesome. We had over 40 people show up for the Cassville
Barbecue lunch ride with only a few days notice, and there’s been several other
members going many other directions. Plus, Keith Poor has been busy with Road
Captain activities non stop. I’m proud to announce I am included in the group
that has already requalified.
The big news is that we have two new officers. Garry Raymond is our
new Assistant Director, and Janet Stewart has accepted the position of Chapter
Secretary. I personally thank them both for saying “yes,” and am very excited
about their enthusiasm. I asked them both to give us a little intro on themselves in
this Chaptergram. Please welcome and congratulate both Garry and Janet. ~ Lisa

Louisiana HOG Rally
April 9-11, 2015
West Monroe, LA
Kansas HOG Rally
May 28-30, 2015
Topeka, KS

Arkansas HOG Rally
June 18-20, 2015
Hot Springs, AR
Missouri HOG Rally
June 18-20, 2015
Springfield, MO
Oklahoma HOG Rally
September 10-12
Poteau, OK

At the January Chapter meeting Bob Jaskie announced that he would be
stepping down as Assistant Director. We were all a little shocked and bummed since
he has done such an excellent job for our club. When he explained his rationale for the
decision, we applauded. Bob's priorities are to spend more quality time riding and
traveling with Bonnie. Thanks for your service Bob.
Have you ever received one of those phone calls that rocks your world? My
latest example is when Lisa Vail calls and tells me that the officer team reached
consensus that they would like me to consider joining the leadership team as the
Assistant Director -- well -- knock me over with a feather. It only took a few seconds
for me to say "yes." It was, and continues to be, HUMBLING.
I retired in July of 2012 as a Superintendent of Schools in the Suburban Chicago area. I spent 34 years in education, most as an administrator. My highest degree is a Ph.D. in Public Policy
Analysis with a specialty in Educational Administration from the University of Illinois at Chicago in 2001. Deb
and I purchased a five-acre farmette in Gravette in February of 2013 and relocated here along with our 3 horses, 2
dogs, 2 cats, and a donkey. We absolutely love this area, the awesome riding opportunities, and especially all of
our new-found friends in the Pig Trail HOG Chapter! Deb and I both have Harleys – hers is a 2014 Softail Slim
and mine is a 2014 Ultra Limited – both are Daytona Blue.
I'm excited and energized to serve the Chapter in the capacity of Assistant Director and pledge to help this
outstanding organization continue to grow and prosper. SILR ~Garry

Originally from the Washington DC area, I have lived in NWA the majority of my life. I was an Instructor of Cosmetology before I decided a career
change was in order so I attended the University of Arkansas where I received
my BS/BA with a major in Information Systems.
The next 20 years of my life were with Wal-Mart in the Information
Systems Division. Now I am with the Nielsen Company as a Solution Architect
working with their retail clients.
Mitch, my wonderful husband, and I have been married for 20 years and
we have 2 teenagers who both ride their own bikes. I’ve personally been riding
for the past 3 years and own a 2012 Heritage Softail Classic.
I enjoy being a part of the HOG Chapter and look forward to taking care
of the Secretarial duties. ~Janet

2015 Membership is in full swing! But we only have 125 of our 300+ members signed up
for this new year. Stop by the cash and wrap at the dealership to fill out the paperwork to renew-remember, it's $20 per person for the full year. I've also gotten a few questions lately about the
benefits of membership...well, besides the obvious family that you are instantly a part of and the
amazing rides year-round, your $20 goes towards things like membership cards, subsidizing the
Christmas party, the monthly newsletter and access to the Facebook private Pig Trail HOG group. Your
membership also replaces the event-by-event waiver--just show your Road Captain your membership card and we
know you're all good to go! Also, your spouse or significant other isn't automatically a member. Be sure to check
both your and their national membership status and get them signed up with the chapter! Finally, have some
friends you like to ride with? You can give the gift of HOG membership to anyone! Just head out to the national
site and register them as an associate member...no Harley no problem! Of course, we'd like to see them on a new
Harley some day, so maybe it's the sense of family we all share that will tip them to a new HD!
One final point...because the Facebook private group is for members only, starting on March 1 we will have
to remove members from the group if they've not filled out membership for 2015. So spread the word--SILR!

Welcome to a new year, we already have a lot going on. In
January we had a Saturday lunch ride, several Road Captain
Training classes and our annual activities planning session. We
have even more planned for this year than last. Between dinner
rides, weekend rides and events, overnight trips and other activities
there will be no excuse not to Ride and Have Fun!
Volunteers – the HOG Chapter lives and dies on
volunteerism and we need your help in the planning and execution
of rides and events. We have launched the volunteer recognition
program again this year. Every time you volunteer whether it be to
lead or sweep a ride, help with a fund raiser or help plan and coordinate an event you get a volunteer point. Each point gets you one entry into the end of year
drawing for one of three $100 gift cards. Darlene Smith Lee will be our volunteer
coordinator again this year so if she calls you, please help out.
Thank you – we had 78 people respond to the activities survey online. The survey results were heavily used
in the activities planning process. You gave us great feedback on what you liked and didn’t like and you gave us a
long list of suggested rides, ride and meal locations and activity ideas.
Communication – This is always a challenge with a big group so we are using 6 main methods:
1. Chapter Meetings – Be there for the latest newly-planned rides and events.
2. Website - Our primary ride and event master list is on the calendar on our Website, www.pigtrailhog.com, we
do our best to keep up with any changes so if you ever have a question about dates and times, the website is the
place to go.
3. Facebook - We also have a private Facebook group. Pigtrail HOG Private is locked down to Pigtrail HOG
Members only. It is used for ride and activity updates, announcing last minute rides, members inviting other
members for non-HOG rides and a place for members to share some great pictures of both official and unofficial
rides and events. If you would like to be added to the private group please contact our Membership Director,
Jeremy Long.
4. Chaptergram – Monthly News Letter like the one you are reading right now.
5. Email – During riding season we typically send a weekly email with all the details about all the rides and activities for the current month and include information about major rides and events beyond the one month timeframe. At the beginning of each month we will also email you a copy of the Chaptergram and printable monthly
activities calendar. On Occasion, we use the email list to notify you of last minute changes in events. If you are
not getting these emails please contact the Membership Director to validate your email address.
6. Bulletin Board – Outside the restrooms on the first floor of PTHD you will find the HOG Bulletin Board which
contains contact information for the officers, the most recent Chaptergram and other announcements.
If you ever have any comments, questions or suggestions please just talk with Barb or Dave or simply drop
them a note at activites@pigtrailhog.com.

Thanks for those of you who gave me feedback on our 2014 activities. If you have not
responded to that, it is not to late to let me know.
On Wednesday February 11 we will meet at Jose's in Springdale at 6:30 p.m. to eat and
have fun together. It is Margarita Night and they are just $3.50. There will be a SWEET door
prize so don't miss it!
Stay tuned for details related to Spring LOH riding clinic and Mystery Dinner. We are considering a spring
two night ride including a float trip on the Buffalo River. This will depend on the level of commitment from you
since it will require deposits to pay for the cabin.
And, thanks to the ladies who have committed themselves to the required training to be Road Captains. We
need you! 2014 was a good year for LOH Lets make 2015 a BETTER year! ~Yevon

Dedication
Our Road Captains are a dedicated group of riders. There is basically 3 phases of
becoming and retaining Road Captain status. Keep in mind that this training occurs on an annual basis so that we remain at our peak.
1)

Classroom Training - we spend about 1-1/2 hours reviewing the responsibilities of lead and sweep RC’s. Other topics include
a.
Procedures in case of a breakdown or accident
b. Ride waivers for non-members - adults and minors
c.
Acquiring first aid kits for each RC
d. Calling of members

2)

First Aid/CPR Training – 3 hours worth of training occurs.
a.
For 2015 Scott Mendham reviewed the procedures in the event of medical emergencies, accidents and CPR.
b. Our goal is to sustain the victim and secure the scene until paramedics and police arrive.

3)

Range Exercises
a.
This is probably the most grueling of all phases of the Road Captain Training
b. For new RC’s they spend about 8 hours practicing 14 exercises that apply to real life situations out on the road.
c.
Existing RC have to requalify annually on 7 out of the 14 exercises.

I can honestly say – those that have gone through the RC training have become better riders.
It is truly a sense of accomplishment for them and one that they can be
proud of as a result of their dedication!
~ SILR, Keith

